BEDE
The second oldest, written within eleven years of Bede's
death, was once at Corbie, and is now in Leningrad.1 It has
been generally overlooked, and is not mentioned either by
Hummer or Dr. James. Yet it would seem to be of great
importance.
Nowadays the medieval veneration of saints3 relics is being
revived, and the uncorrupted body of Lenin is worshipped
by crowds of pilgrims in Moscow, just as that of Cuthbcrt was
of old revered in Lindisfarne and Durham. Could not the trade
in relics also be resuscitated? Our Government might then
acquire the Leningrad manuscript for the British Museum, in
exchange for the bones of Karl Marx, now resting in Highgate
Cemetery.
The Durham library claimed, in the Middle Ages, to have
four manuscripts written by the hand of Bede. Three of these
are still extant, in whole or in part. They are early, but the
writing shows too much variation to permit of their being all
from the same hand.8
In time, Bede's reputation grew mythical. He was supposed
to have visited Rome in order to give the Curia the benefit of his
scholarship. The University of Paris was convulsed by a
dispute between Picard and English students, the Englishmen
claiming priority on the ground that Bede had founded the
University. Pope Martin V is alleged to have sent a legate to
allay the quarrel. The legate is alleged to have allowed the
English claim, agreeing that Bede, on his way to Rome, had
stopped at Paris and founded the University there.8 The
1 See 0. D. ROPESTVENSKY in Speculum, iii, 314-21; E. A. LOWE, English
Historical Review, xli, 244-6.
3 See article by DR. MONTAGUE R. JAMES in Bede: Essays in Commemoration,
edited by A. Hamilton Thompson, 1935, p. 235. Dr. James enumerates the
following as extant in whole or in part:
(1)  The Gospels; Durham, A. ii. 16: there is also a small slip in the Pepysian
library, Magdalene College, Camb.
(2)  Epistles of Paul, glossed; Trin. Coll., Camb., B. 10. 5: there is also a
fragment in the British Museum, Cotton Vitelh'us C. viii.
(3)  Cassiodorus On the Psalter; Durham, B. ii. 33.
Dr. James thinks (2) and (3) better claimants than (i).
3 G&SAR EGASSEDU BOTJLAY, Historia Universitatis Parisiensis, Parisiis, 1665,
i, 113- Rashdall has described Du Boulay as 'perhaps the stupidest man
who ever wrote a valuable book* (Universities of Europe, 1895, i, p. 271)*